- 0l1d Elarshall House D HAB@'_..’

Qj;,ﬁashingLOE, Mason Counuy, Kewtuoky o '-f"'- S Ky

%1 \A)}\%i—l.
BN

iy PHOTGGRAPHS
. ‘WRITTEN HISTORICAL AND DRSCRIPTIVE DATA
: _ Pistrict No. 20

REDUCED COPIES OF MEASURED DRAWINGS

. Historic Americen Bulldings Survey
) ' G. M. Grimes, District Officer
304 Hartin Brown Hullding
Louisville, Kentucky

Tt hY o9 m o



HABS-

WY,
| g1 Was®

Namo of structure: 014 Rarshall House Vo
Location: Washington, Mason County, Kentuclky
Owner or iflss Louls iiarshall
custodian: '
Address: Washingbon, keson County, Kenbtucky
Date bullt: 1800
(approx)
Architect
or builder:
Present Fair:; nesds repair. Exterior badly
condition: gettled in places:; nesds valnt.
Nunmber of Two ghories and attls (finished); also
stories: bagesant undar (north side to

south wall of hall) part of house.

tlaterial used Foundestions Waltive ctore,
in construction: Bxterlor walls: Solld brick.
Interior partitions: Brick and frame,
plagtered,
FPloorg: Wood, random width ash;
vagement: earith,
Roof's Frame construction, covered with
galvanized iron (recent),

Degcription: From The Register of the Xentucky
arch:itectural Historical Sooclety, September, 1909,
ard histcricsl page 46, follows:

Uha old lLiarshall houzse on tie PL1Y 1g another
place of note in Washington., ' Tt was bullt in 1800 by
Captain Thomasg Larshall, another brotier of Chief Justilce
tiarahall, The father and mobther of Chisf Justice warshall
lived and died hsre, and are buried in the familly burying
groundé which lies adjascent to it, with many succeeding
generations”,



Capt. Thomes kershall, born in Fauguler County,

irginia, CGotober 27, 1761, was s Revolutlonary soldier.
Also tne'first Clavk of Shenandoah County, Virginia.. He
cema to Kentucky in the fall of 1788, or spring of 178¢;
married in 1790. Was the first Clerk of Mason County and
continued in that office until his death. le was a member
from Hazson County te the Second Constitutional Convention
of Fentucky in 178¢., He died at Jasblnaton, Kason County,
Kentucky, lerch 19, 1817, and was burisd in the family
burying ground on the hilll. o

This building is 2 skeloton of what it must have
been when originally built and 3s in a very had state of
repalir. ¥No modern conveniences are to be found in the
hiouse excaept elecitric lights and 8 warm alr furnace, which
were racently installed,

: Tha kitichen ell was built first; perhaps as a
part of some other structure occupving the present site, or
1t may have stood alone. It mugt have slways been a kitchen,
on account of the lsrge fireplace, and 1% ls much oldar than
the remainfer of the house o :

The brick werk of this portion is of stretcher
bond, whereas the balance 1is Flemish bond, except the chlmmey
on the north wall of the sitiing room, where the brick are
igid Engliskh bond., The window frames are dt fferent Haem From
shose in main body of house, 2gain indicates fthe kitchen was
bullt earlier,

The old kitchen firepisco, orisinally en the south
wall, wes turned arcund and used for the iining room  when
that part was bullt, the sawme chlmney serving the fireplace
in the bedroom ovar the dining roomw.

The orizinal chimmey for fthas sittine room was built
inside, as the record drewings indicate, bubt was later '
rebuilt on outside to conform te the chlmney serving the
dining room fireplacs making the two chimneays symmetrical
with the gabls, -

The third step in the construction, the parlor with
rooms ovar, was builld about 1800, MHere asalin no attewmnt was
wada on ths rasy wall to Tooth Ths new brick work 1n to the
0ld, but the frent well was carefully tocthed teorether,

At the time the psrlor was added a frame addltion
wag bullt adjoining 1%, but was later torn down,

There ig avidencse on the east wall of thse house
to indicate the axigstence cof & norch 2eross this gide whi
was replaced by the present porch,
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The porch on the west slde is not original, _
according to old Captain HeKnienhb, a resident there, [Iha
building of this porch, changing front door, tripznle open-
ing on second floor, pediment, etc., were ;robaalv atlemrpis
%o repalr, or conceal, a very bad settlemenit that oocurred
- In the west wall shortly after the house was completed,

Originally the roof was coverad with yeillow poplar
shingles, hand split, some of which were d~“¢oveﬁed undar
the pediment on the west slope of roof, indicsiing that the
padiment was not original but added over tihia tep of the old
roofl,

The stairs are especially fine in everv detail,
particularly the newels which are all of slirdhitly different
design,

The parlor mantle wes transported frow the east
over the mountains on mules beck %o grace 1itg final locstion.
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. MARSHALL HOUSE, WASHINGTON, KENTUCKY -

'f whan originally bullte It isin & very bad state of repair, anﬁ"'

March 26, 1934 -

(This Building 18'atskeléton_df whﬁt it must havéfbeén

it will be a pity if some means cannot be found to save it and - [
restore it to its original conditions This building has no modern
conveniences in it, save a warm air furnace heating the first floor
'hall, and electric light outlets have recently been installed in
every rooms In the 136 years since it was bullt, it has been add-
‘ed to, remodeled, repaired, and parts of it that wore built years o
ago have been torn downe.

In order that we may-make the record-drawings clear,-as

to what we intended to present, thias cronological history of its
bullding is writien in the hope that it will emphasize and illus-
- trate, once more, the fallacy of attempting to repalr, add to, or
- otherwise improve the things that need no improvementes That man,
of himself, or by himgelf, cannot improve them, without the aid of
the same superior skill and leadershlp that put them there, as an
enduring testimony of their painstaking effort and exps rience in
the practice of a highly specialized art. These things are im-
perishable, and those that come after the original builders of such
buildings should know their value, else, they should be required to
let them alono. _ _

- When we went to measure ‘this bullding the principal problem
we had to solve was, what to take and what not? What part was orig~
inal and, therefore, worthy to be taken, what part was modern, often
added in a hap-hazard mammer, in attempts to restore or conceal de-
fects in the struectural psrt of the house, often dore in bad taste
with poor workmanship and unsuitable meterialas, without thought of
the Architectural problems involved. This was done over and over
again, without attempting in anyway, to make the new work added,
conform to the beautiful details, and refinements thereof, and al-
ready there, just waiting for someone to come along and copy, or
impr ove them, if such were poasible.

The question of what was the oldest part of this building
was up for discussion very early in our activities, and from then
on out, it was always present. It was worked out, step by step,
until the last day, wo made the greatest discovery of all, and it
‘gave to us the exact knowledge, and then, and only then, we knew
its history in chronological order. This knowledge was literally
dug out of this building from evidence existing within it.

The Kitchen ell was built ,first, perhaps as a ®mrt of some
other structure occupylng the present site, or it mey have stood
alone. It must have been always used as & Kltehen, on account of
the large fireplace within it on the South side. It is much older
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MARSHALL HOUSE. Page #2.

than any other pert of the house, or it seems to be. We reached
this conclusion from the following evidence.

The parallelogram forming the Kitéhen does not line up
with the parallelogram forming the Sitting Room, Dining Hoom and
central Hallway,a s the plans will show. It is out of square with
the other part of the house. Nothing like that condition can be
found anywhere sabout this bullding, for, it was accursately laid
out, bullt plumb, level and equare.

The floor of the Kitchen is 8 inches below the floor of
the Dining Room. The Brick work 1s of stretcher running bond, no
headers. The balance of the house 1s laid up with Flemish bond,
except in the Sitting Room chimney, where the brick are lald
English bond, with 4 courses of brlck betwéen the headers.

Here, of course, are three different types of brick work
in the same house, and representing three different periods of
congtruction.

There la a strajght joint in the Brick work at the Weet
eide of the Kitchen, clearly visible, where same jolns the walls
of main houesee NoO bond existing into walls of main house at this

point.

The window and door detailsare entirely different from
those of any other part of the house, although, the brick mould
on the Kitchen frames, undoubtedly influenced the selection of
thig type of mould for the new work, when added.

There 1s an extra jamb of 2 inches at the door leading to

the Dining Room, which extended through the original South wall of

the Kitchene The door to Dining Room is set in the new ¢ inch brick
wall which was bullt directly against the Kitchen wall, when the
Dining Room was built.

The old Kitchen fire place, originally, on the Scuth wall
of Kitchen was turned around, and used from the Dining Room slde.
The chimney was continued up &bove same on the outside wall of the
main house, serving the fire plece in bed room over the Dining
Room, as wells

It was at this time, no doubt, new flue for a stove was
constructed for the Kitchen. It was located on the North side of
same, and to save floor epace, which was badly needed, it is sup-
ported by the roof framing. What more logical construction could
have been used than to utilize this 0ld Kltchen in this way, once
it was declded to so use it.
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Formerly, the cooking, most likely, was done in the old
fire place,and now, that the new house was to be, and stoves
could be had, the o0ld fire place was turned to a new use.

Then, too, 1t afforded the bullders an opportunity of
building a 9 inch wall directly against the o0ld Kltchen wall,
carrying the wall of second story of maln house on top of both
new and old walls. ¥Hlsewhere, the North wall i1z 17 inches thick.

That mrt of the bullding comprising the Sitting Sfoom,
Dining Room and central Hallway, and rooms over same, was bullt,
according to Captain Mcknight, in 1798. When this was buillt the
Sitting Room chlmney was bullt inside the house - zee foundation
plazie

Some time later, thls chimney was torn down and re-built,
including new foundation on the outside of the house, and made
nearly to matoh the Dining Room chimney on the same wall, anl 1is
almest symmetrical in its location with the center of gable on
this side. :

Thers is no bond between this chimney anl the main wall
in either brick work or foundation, as a straight joint exists
here.

The brick work of this chimney is very interesting, and
1s detailed on the drawings, conslsting of regular bond with 4
stretchers in between the headers.

We account for this operationas follows. The Sitting
Room was the general living room, even after the Parlor addition
was bullt, and it is so used, of the house, today. This room in
the early days of the house was constantly 1in use, and likewisze,
the fireplaces It 1s probable, that the flues were burned out,
and, therefore, a new fire place and flues were necessary,and so,
it was bullt, this time, on the outsids,

When this addition was bullt, the South wall of the central
Hallway was an outsids wall, and there 1s a straight joint in this
wall in the Xast wall of the main house, at the end of it, no attempt
being madse to bond the new brick work of the Parlor addition into
ite In continuing the cornice at this point, for the Parlor add-
ition, the bullders Aid not remove the miter onsame for the return
at the South wall. They merely coped the new moulding to it.

At the corresponding point on the West wall, or front, the
new Parlor wall has been very carefully "toothed" into the old
work and this evidence is here.
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The Parlor and rooms over same were bullt in 1800, and
at this time, a frame addition was bullt adjoining the Parlor on
the South side, and this is indicated on the drawings, but has
since been torn down.

Two window frames were taken out of the South wall of
the Hallway and reset in new Parlor addition, one on first floor
and one® on 2econd.

In the Parlor, thers 1is an ornamental plaster cornice and
center plece, which 1s so totally out of keeping wlth the Archil~
tectural treatment of the house, and although the photographs show
it, we did not meusure or include it in the record drawings, a s we
are certain it is modern, and not & part of the orlginal houss.

This brings us to & conslideration of the Porches. There
is a porch which extends entirely across the Bast side of the
houses We did not take this, or detail it, as it was not a m@mrt
of the original houses, There 1s some evidence thmt some kind of
a porch extended across this space, some openings in the East wall
suggest joists, or rafters,here, but, this structure.is not there
nowe There 1s an original brick terrace extending along the Hast
wall and this we have shown on plan, and if the original porch
were there, 1t evidently covered this terrace, or part of its

The photograph of the West elevation shows & porch over
the West or Main Entrance, which we were told by Captain Mc¥night,
wae formerly a two story porch, with a pediment. When the porch
wes remodeled into 1ts present form, so we understand it, this
pediment was reset on the main roof, in its present locations

The details of this porch, front door, triple opening
over same, and the pediment, do not conform to the design of the
houses The general treatment show them to be modern, not earlier
than 1840, We are of the oplnlon there never was a porch hers
for many years after the house was bullte

The buillding of this porch, changing front door, triple
opening on second floor, pediment, etc. were probably attempts to
repair, or conceal & very bad settlement that occurred in the Last
wall, shortly after the house was completed, extending from the
South wall of central Halilway to the Yorthwest corner of the house.s
This settlement was of progressive and devastating character, be-
ing centralized at the North side of the Hallway, at which point,
the first floor is 9 inches below the true level of this Flbore
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This settlement destroyed much of the brick work of the
front wuall of Hallway, made the main cornice out of level, ruined
the arch over origimal front door, devastated theé entire area he-
tween the North and South walls of the fentral Hallway, all of
which has besn replaced, requiring much patching, "humoring"” ,or
trying to equallize the differences in 1svel existing here, or at
least, partially conforming to these conditions. It 1s & mess.

The North jamb of the door went down pretty straight and
iz s8t111 there, intact, and plumbe No one knows wilrt form the
original porch had, except that 1t 1s reported to have veen two
stories high. It was torn down and re-bullt lagt summer into 1its
present form, and constructed of BO per cent of new material, and
this 1s the structure shown on the Photographe

The pediment on the roof was nsver a part of the original
house, and was, we bthink, manufactured from bits of mouldings from
the tearing down of the framea ddition to South of Parlore

Originally, the roof was covered with yeilow Poplar dingles,
hand shaved 18 1/2 inches long with rounded butts, and from 3 1/2
inches to 6 1/2 inches wide, and lai1d 6 inches to the weathers. These
shingles were laid on 1 inch x 3 inch Oak strips, hand sawed with
whip saw, and spaced 6 inches on center. The shingles were nalled
0o these strips 13 inches from the butt, with one hand made wrought
iron nail in each shingle. The original nalling strips on which
the shingles are 1aild, and the orlginal shingles are in place on
the roof bensath the present pediment, that now adorns the front
of the bullding, in only the triangular space formed by the two
valleys of the pediment, which was set on top of the shingles. All
other parts of the roof are covered with 1 inch thlck Poplar sheat
ing in random width, and sheathed solid, some of the boards being
as wide as 19 Inches, but there are no original shingles on the
roof', except as aboves

The way we account for this condition 1s the followinge
When 1t was necessary to renew ths original shiigles, it was found
so dirficult to get the shingles off the naulling strips, it was
decided to remove the nalling strips and shingles togebther, in one
operation, then, re-sheath the roof with new asheathing, and this
was done everywhere, except under the pediwment. Thé roof has been
renewed wlth several shingle roofs since that time, and 1s now
covered with standing seam sheet steel roofings

This work was done about 1840, the same period for which the
porch, present front door, etc. corresponds, and checks closely
with the erficlent life of the superior shingle roof, and methods
of laying, which had covered the roof for 42 yearse At this time,
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also, the large opening between the Sitting room, and Dining room
was cuf, as the details correspond in character to this perliods

There is a straight joint in the brick work at the Yorth
side of the present door, which would form the North jamb of a
door centered on the original Hall, and which seems to be the
only remaining portion of an arched opening, inasmuch as its top
is about in line with what would be the spring-line of an arche
Had this not have been an arched openlng this joint would, no doubt,
have continued to a point somewhat higher and more clossely in 1line
with the hesad of nsarby openingss

The reason the design of the muin enbtrance door was chosen
is based on the following factse If an earthquake, as some say,
or any settlement, did wreck the bullding materially ( in 1800),
or shortly afterwards, this North jJamb to the height indicated,
would naturally be the only remaining portion of brick work, in-
asmuch as the opening was so close to the corner of the building,
and especlally so since this area of brick work between the d ocor
and the corner would necessarily have to be removed in oruer to
shift the door to its new position (in the center of the new build-
ingle '

The interior panelling, which was present originally,
clearly shows that a glven area of certain amount was taken from
one side and applied to the space on the other side, indicating
that the width of the door has always remained constant, and
which also indicates, there Were no side Iightse

While originally there was « window in both the first and
second floors of the South walil of the Hall, these windows were
blocked up or formed into door openings when the 1800 addition
was added, lsaving only what 1light that would filter rfrom & window
on the stair landing to light this Hall. Inasmuch as it was not
customary, at this time, to place lights in the door itself, a
transom repeating the line of the arch and divided into fan design
contemporaneous with other work, seems to have been the only loglcal
means of mdmitting light to the front part of this Halle

When a close study is made of the main cornice, stairway,
and other interior details, it is Iimpossible to concelve that the
same mind that created these features could posslbly have bheen
content to do less than design an entrance door consisting of a
panelled jamb embelliished with elther engaged columms or plilasters
supporting a4 delicate pediment, In kseping with the main cornice.
The study of any contemporansous work of the mastern Seaboard re-
vealis tlat when a house of thls character having a molded brick
course near the first floor line and a projecting brick course near
the second floor 1line has almost without exception such & pedimented
door, as showne
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The main cornice extended straight across in an unbroken
line for the fulil width of the house, as shown on the record
drawings, with one window in the center over the contemporary
doorway, which completes the restoration,a s we believe it existed
on completion of the bullding in A.D. 1800.

Special mention for the solution of the problems involved, -
and as sabove presented, is due Mr. Chester He. Disgue, one of the
members of the Squad, for his enthusiastlc interest and knowledge
of the early American styles of Architectures. Also, to Mr. L. He
Wilson, whose wide experilence of meny years, as a bullder, before
enguging in the practice of Architecture, was responsiblie forac-
counting for many or the curious and interesting operations thab
occurred in this houseéein the course of 1ts congtructione

These matters were under discussion immediately on our
arrival at ths building, and continued throughout the operation
oif measuring ite On the lust day, the information was guined
about the pediment and original shingie roof.

- Then, we called « meeting of the entire Sqguad. The guestion
of what was the original design oi the house, when completed in 1800,
was thoroughliy discussed, and finaily, it was the unanimous decision
of the Squad, to present the record drawings, as now constituted,
as being the only ratiomal and logical solution or this gquestiocne

We might add the story of how the Parlor mantel was conveyed
on the back oi a mule over the kastern mountains, to grace its final
location, how ti® compo ornament on it representing the month of
March, coming in 1ike & lion und golng out like & lwmb, was discovered.
How the s tory of “Mezappa” wus cast into the fire place frrame in the
(old orffice), and specuiate ,if we will, as to who made it and how,
or whether it was made in this Country, or imported, and by whom?

Some of these things will never beé lknown; sufficlent, howw
ever, to say, they are there, and recorded tor future gensrations
to discover. They cannot help but admire them. They represent

"Holy Ground", and will always he approached with awe and reverence,
by those who appreciate them.
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